
598 

18 CFR Ch. I (4–1–12 Edition) § 157.215 

be determined. If the leakage of gas ex-
ists, the report should show the esti-
mated total volume of gas leakage, the 
volume of recycled gas and the remain-
ing inventory of gas in the reservoir at 
the end of the reporting period. 

(5) Any surveys of pressures in gas 
wells, water levels in observation wells, 
pump test results for the aquifer-type 
reservoirs, and the results of back-pres-
sure tests conducted during the report-
ing period. 

(6) The latest revised structure and 
isopachous contour maps showing the 
location of the wells, the location and 
extent of the gas bubble in the storage 
reservoir for aquifer-type reservoirs 
and in any other reservoirs of the 
project in which gas bubbles are known 
to exist. This map need not be filed if 
there is no material change from the 
map previously filed. 

(7) Discussion of current operating 
problems and conclusions. 

(8) Such other data or reports which 
may aid the Commission in the evalua-
tion of the storage project. 

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as 
amended by Order 493, 53 FR 15030, Apr. 27, 
1988] 

§ 157.215 Underground storage testing 
and development. 

(a) Automatic authorization. The cer-
tificate holder is authorized to acquire, 
construct and operate natural gas pipe-
line and compression facilities, includ-
ing injection, withdrawal, and observa-
tion wells for the testing or develop-
ment of underground reservoirs for the 
possible storage of gas, if: 

(1) The testing and development of a 
particular storage project will be com-
pleted within a three-year-period; 

(2) The quantity of natural gas in-
jected into the prospective storage 
fields pursuant to the blanket certifi-
cate does not exceed a total of 
10,000,000 Mcf at any time in all fields 
with no more than 2,000,000 Mcf in-
jected into any single field; 

(3) Gas will be injected for testing 
purposes only during off-peak periods; 

(4) The storage field developed pursu-
ant to this section will not be utilized 
to render service without further au-
thorization from the Commission, ex-
cept that gas may be withdrawn on oc-
casion for testing purposes; and 

(5) The total expenditures per cal-
endar year pursuant to this section do 
not exceed the amount specified in 
Table II as adjusted pursuant to 
§ 157.208(d). These costs shall include 
expenditures for leases, wells, pipeline, 
compressors, and related facilities, but 
shall exclude the cost of the natural 
gas to be used for testing purposes. 

TABLE II 

Year Limit 

1982 ........................................................... $2,700,000 
1983 ........................................................... 2,900,000 
1984 ........................................................... 3,000,000 
1985 ........................................................... 3,100,000 
1986 ........................................................... 3,200,000 
1987 ........................................................... 3,300,000 
1988 ........................................................... 3,400,000 
1989 ........................................................... 3,500,000 
1990 ........................................................... 3,600,000 
1991 ........................................................... 3,800,000 
1992 ........................................................... 3,900,000 
1993 ........................................................... 4,000,000 
1994 ........................................................... 4,100,000 
1995 ........................................................... 4,200,000 
1996 ........................................................... 4,300,000 
1997 ........................................................... 4,400,000 
1998 ........................................................... 4,500,000 
1999 ........................................................... 4,550,000 
2000 ........................................................... 4,650,000 
2001 ........................................................... 4,750,000 
2002 ........................................................... 4,850,000 
2003 ........................................................... 4,900,000 
2004 ........................................................... 5,000,000 
2005 ........................................................... 5,100,000 
2006 ........................................................... 5,250,000 
2007 ........................................................... 5,400,000 
2008 ........................................................... 5,550,000 
2009 ........................................................... 5,600,000 
2010 ........................................................... 5,700,000 
2011 ........................................................... 5,750,000 
2012 ........................................................... 5,850,000 

(b) Reporting requirements—(1) Annual 
reports. For any storage project tested 
or developed pursuant to this section, 
the certificate holder shall file, in the 
manner prescribed in §§ 157.6(a) and 
385.2011 of this chapter as part of the 
annual report required under 
§ 157.207(a), the following information: 

(i) A description of the facilities con-
structed and the type of storage res-
ervoir, i.e., gas expansion or dry gas, 
water-drive or aquifer; 

(ii) The location of the facilities; 
(iii) The cost of such facilities, the 

date construction began, and the date 
they were placed in service; 

(iv) The monthly volumes of gas in-
jected into and withdrawn from each 
reservoir; 

(v) An estimate of the storage capac-
ity and daily deliverability of each 
project; and 
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(vi) A description of the contacts 
made, reports produced, and results of 
consultations which took place to en-
sure compliance with the Endangered 
Species Act, the National Historic 
Preservation Act and the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. 

(2) Quarterly reports. If the reservoir 
to be tested and developed is an aqui-
fer-type reservoir, the certificate hold-
er shall file, in the manner prescribed 
in §§ 157.6(a) and 385.2011 of this chapter 
unless otherwise ordered by the com-
mission, for each such project quar-
terly reports, under oath, until the 
project is either certificated for reg-
ular service or abandoned. The quar-
terly report shall contain the following 
information in addition to the data re-
quired by paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion: 

(i) The daily volumes of natural gas 
injected into and withdrawn from the 
aquifer during the quarter and the vol-
ume of gas in the aquifer at the end of 
each month; 

(ii) The maximum daily injection or 
withdrawal rate experienced during the 
quarter and the average working pres-
sure on such maximum days taken at a 
central measuring point where the 
total volume injected or withdrawn is 
measured; 

(iii) Results of any tracer program by 
which leakage of gas may be deter-
mined; 

(iv) Any pressure surveys of gas wells 
and water levels in observation wells 
conducted during the quarter by indi-
vidual well, and copies of any core 
analyses, gamma ray, neutron or other 
electric log surveys and back-pressure 
tests taken during the quarter; 

(v) A map of the storage project 
showing the location of the wells, the 
latest revised structure contours, and 
the location and extent of the gas bub-
ble. This map need not be filed if there 
is no material change from the map 
previously filed; and 

(vi) Such other data or reports which 
may aid the Commission in the evalua-
tion of the project. 

(c) Accounting. The cost of any 
project ultimately determined to be in-
feasible for storage shall be charged to 
Account No. 822 of part 201, Under-

ground Storage Exploration and Devel-
opment Expenses. 

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as 
amended by Order 493, 53 FR 15030, Apr. 27, 
1988; Order 603, 64 FR 26609, May 14, 1999; 72 
FR 5614, Feb. 7, 2007; 73 FR 8191, Feb. 13, 2008; 
74 FR 6539, Feb. 10, 2009; 75 FR 8246, Feb. 24, 
2010; 76 FR 8294, Feb. 14, 2011; 77 FR 8725, 
Feb.15, 2012] 

§ 157.216 Abandonment. 
(a) Automatic authorization. The cer-

tificate holder is authorized pursuant 
to section 7(b) of the Natural Gas Act 
to abandon gas supply facilities, and: 

(1) A receipt or delivery point, or re-
lated supply or delivery lateral, pro-
vided the facility has not been used to 
provide: 

(i) Interruptible transportation serv-
ice during the one year period prior to 
the effective date of the proposed aban-
donment, or 

(ii) Firm transportation service dur-
ing the one year period prior to the ef-
fective date of the proposed abandon-
ment, provided the point is no longer 
covered under a firm contract; or 

(2) A facility that did or could now 
qualify for automatic authorization as 
described in § 157.203(b), provided the 
certificate holder obtains the written 
consent of each customer served using 
the facility during the past 12 months. 

(b) Prior notice. Subject to the notice 
requirements of § 157.205, the certificate 
holder is authorized pursuant to sec-
tion 7(b) of the Natural Gas Act to 
abandon: 

(1) Any receipt or delivery point if all 
of the existing customers of the pipe-
line served through the receipt or de-
livery point consent in writing to the 
abandonment. When filing a request for 
authorization of the proposed abandon-
ment under the notice procedures of 
§ 157.205, the certificate holder shall no-
tify, in writing, the State public serv-
ice commission having regulatory au-
thority over retail service to the cus-
tomers served through the delivery 
point. 

(2) Any other facility that did or 
could now qualify for prior notice au-
thorization as described in § 157.203(c), 
provided the certificate holder obtains 
the written consent of each customer 
served using the facility during the 
past 12 months. 
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